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Hunting  for  Half  Dimes? 

1837  VF-20,  No  Stars,  Small  Date,  nice  even  toning   $80.00 

1837  XF-45,  No  Stars,  Small  Date,  wire  rims,  sharp  175.00 

1 838  VF-30,  Small  Stars,  late  die  state  80.00 

1838  AU-58,  well  struck  with  good  luster  165.00 

1838-0  G-6,  gray,  nice  for  grade   75.00 

1840  XF-40,  With  Drapery,  dark  gray  150.00 

1840  XF-45,  With  Drapery,  light  gray,  sharp  195.00 

1841  AU-50,  light  gray  with  traces  of  luster  90.00 

1841-0  XF-40,  sharp  strike,  lightly  cleaned  97.50 

1844-0  G-4,  Small  o,  upset  reverse,  gray  60.00 

1849-0  VF-25,  old  cleaning,  retoned  135.00 

1849-  0  XF-40,  dark  album  toning,  minimal  marks   425.00 

1850  AU-50,  sharp  detail,  lightly  cleaned  90.00 

1850-  O  VG-8,  Small  o,  scarce.  Old  light  cleaning  47.50 

1853  VF-25,  No  Arrows,  old  cleaning,  reverse  field  scratch  75.00 

1853  XF-45,  With  Arrows,  nice   42.50 

1853  AU-50,  With  Arrows,  heavy  die  clash   80.00 

1 853  AU-55,  With  Arrows,  heavy  die  clash   11 5.00 

1853-0  G-5,  No  Arrows,  three  heavy  reverse  scratches  105.00 

1 853-0  XF-40,  With  Arrows,  original  dark  gray,  sharp  50.00 

1856-  0  ANACS  AU-50,  attractive  and  lustrous   225.00 

1 857-  0  VF-30,  blue  &  gold  highlights  32.50 

1857-  0  XF-45,  sharp  strike  55.00 

1858  G-4,  Over  inverted  date  22.50 

1 858  G6/VG8,  Over  inverted  date   25.00 

1858  PCI  XF-40,  Over  inverted  date.  Red  slab,  cleaned   175.00 

1 858-  0  XF-45,  die  break  from  rim  to  head,  light  gray  75.00 

1860  XF-40,  nice   27.50 

1862  AU-50,  attractive,  die  clashed  60.00 

1 863  G-4,  a  decent  example  11 5.00 

1863-S  XF-40,  sharp  with  a  few  minor  marks  100.00 

1 865  G-4,  nice  original  with  full  rims   240.00 

1 865  VF-30,  attractive  medium  gray,  no  problems   425.00 

1866-S  XF-45,  lightly  toned  original,  sharp  125.00 

1 868  F-15,  problem  free  original  87.50 

1871-  S  VF-30,  lightly  toned  original  45.00 

1872  AU-55,  lovely  dark  gray  &  blue  toning   75.00 

1 872-  S  XF-40,  mintmark  above  bow,  nice  color  &  strike  27.50 


Many  other  nice  coins  available.  Send  for  free  price  list.  Conservative 
grading  and  accurate  descriptions  guaranteed.  10  day  return  privilege  for 
coins  in  original  holders.  Please  add  $2.00  to  all  orders  for  postage  and 
handling.  California  residents  please  add  sales  tax.  Please  list  alternative 
selections  when  possible.  Thank  you. 
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New  Die  Hubs  Identified  for  Trade  Dollar  Series 


by 

F.  Michael  Fazzari 

In  1977  I  was  comparing  a  suspicious  looking  United  States  Trade  Dollar  to 
another  coin  in  the  series  that  I  knew  to  be  genuine.  During  this  examination  I 
noticed  that  a  tiny  protrusion  on  one  of  Miss  Liberty's  fingers  that  was  clearly  visible 
on  the  genuine  coin  was  missing  entirely  from  the  questionable  coin.  I  checked 
several  Trade  dollars  of  various  dates  and  mints  and  found  that  all  of  the  genuine 
specimens  had  this  protrusion.  I  therefore  concluded  that  this  defect  was  present 
on  the  hub  and  that  all  genuine  specimens  should  exhibit  this  characteristic.  After 
several  weeks  of  exhaustive  testing  and  comparisons,  I  reluctantly  concluded  that 
the  suspicious  coin  was  genuine  even  though  the  protrusion  was  not  present  on  the 
finger.  All  other  characteristics  of  the  coin  seemed  to  confirm  authenticity.  On 
several  other  occasions  since  1 977 1  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  Trade  dollars 
without  this  finger  marker  and  in  each  case  I  tried  to  prove  that  they  were  counterfeit. 
After  exhaustive  tests  I  concluded  that  these  coins  were  also  genuine.  Still,  I  was 
haunted  by  the  feeling  that  somehow  I  was  missing  something. 

About  a  year  ago  I  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  an  extensive  collection  of  high 
grade  United  States  Trade  Dollars  owned  by  an  LSCC  member.  Old  fears  surfaced 
when  I  noticed  that  some  of  the  coins  lacked  the  finger  marker.  But  with  such  a  large 
group  of  high  grade  original  coins  to  study,  I  was  finally  able  to  solve  the  riddle  that 
had  frustrated  me  for  over  16  years.  I  discovered  that  the  absence  of  the  finger 
marker  was  one  of  several  characteristics  that  identified  a  previously  unreported 


1873-8  Trade  Dollar,  Type  1  Obverse 
Index  finger  of  hand  holding  the  ribbon  has  a  tiny  protrusion. 
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third  hub  style  for  the  obverse  dies  in  the  Trade  dollar  series.  Careful  examination 
of  several  coins  without  the  finger  marker  revealed  key  characteristics  which 
conclusively  identified  the  new  obverse  hub. 

With  the  successful  identification  of  a  new  obverse  hub  for  the  Trade  Dollar 
series,  I  turned  my  attention  to  the  reverse  dies  of  this  extensive  collection  of  Trade 
Dollars  at  my  disposal.  Before  too  long  I  was  able  to  document  the  existence  of  a 
third  reverse  hub  for  the  Trade  Dollar  series.  Several  key  characteristics  will  be 
presented  to  conclusively  identify  this  new  reverse  hub  for  the  series. 

Until  now,  Trade  dollar  obverses  have  been  divided  into  two  major  hub  types  that 
can  be  identified  by  their  design  characteristics.  These  hubs  have  been  known  as 
the  Type  1  and  Type  2  obverse  hubs  and  can  be  identified  by  the  shape  of  the  ribbon 
tip  below  the  word  LIBERTY.  The  Type  1  obverse  has  ribbon  tips  that  curve  to  the 
left.  The  Type  2  obverse  has  ribbon  tips  that  hook  down  toward  the  date.  Coins 
previously  identified  as  Type  2  actually  represent  a  combination  of  coins  from  two 
distinct  obverse  hubs.  One  of  these  hubs  has  so  far  been  identified  as  being  used 
on  pieces  dated  1 876  and  1 877  in  the  middle  of  the  series  and  has  been  designated 
as  Type  2M .  The  third  obverse  hub  was  used  on  all  of  the  later  date  coins  in  the  series 
and  has  been  designated  as  Type  2L.  This  notation  preserves  the  identification  of 
pieces  previously  determined  as  Type  2  and  serves  as  a  refinement  to  the  previously 
used  methodology. 

The  reverse  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series  has  also  been  identified  as  being  struck 
from  two  hubs  known  as  Type  1  and  Type  2  and  distinguished  by  their  design 
characteristics.  The  Type  1  reverse  is  most  easily  identified  by  the  presence  of  a 


1878-S  Trade  Dollar,  Type  2L  Obverse 
Hand  holding  olive  branch  has  four  fingers. 
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1873-S  Trade  Dollar,  Type  1  Obverse 
Ribbon  tips  curve  to  the  left. 


1876-S  Trade  Dollar,  Type  2M  Obverse 
Ribbon  tips  hook  down  toward  date. 


berry  under  the  eagle's  claw.  Type  2  reverses  do  not  have  this  berry.  Again  the  coins 
designated  as  having  a  Type  2  reverse  actually  represent  coins  from  a  combination 
of  two  clearly  identified  reverse  hubs.  One  of  these  hubs  has  so  far  been  identified 
as  being  used  on  pieces  dated  1 875, 1 876  and  1 877  and  has  been  designated  as 
Type  2M.  The  other  reverse  has  been  used  on  all  of  the  late  date  coins  in  the  series 
and  has  been  designated  as  Type  2L.  Again  this  designation  preserves  the 
identification  of  pieces  previously  called  Type  2  and  is  a  refinement  of  the  previously 
used  method. 

The  three  obverse  hubs  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series  can  be  distinguished  by 
examining  several  key  areas  of  the  obverse  design.  The  ribbon  tip  below  the  word 
LIBERTY  has  already  been  mentioned.  The  Type  1  obverse  has  ribbon  tips  that 
curve  to  the  left.  The  Type  2M  and  Type  2L  obverses  have  ribbon  tips  that  hook  down 
toward  the  date.  Another  design  feature  that  distinguishes  the  obverse  hubs  is  the 
shape  of  the  hand  holding  the  olive  branch.  Type  1  obverses  feature  a  hand  with 
three  fingers.  Type  2M  and  Type  2L  obverses  show  a  hand  with  four  fingers. 

There  are  design  features  that  distinguish  Type  2M  obverses  from  the  other  two 
hubs.  Type  1  and  Type  2L  obverses  have  a  tiny  protrusion  on  the  index  finger  of  the 
hand  holding  the  ribbon.  Type  2M  obverses  do  not  show  this  protrusion.  Another 
distinguishing  feature  is  the  shape  of  the  top  of  the  ribbon  over  the  date  to  the  right 
of  the  word  TRUST.  The  top  of  this  ribbon  tip  is  doubled  on  the  Type  2M  obverses. 
This  ribbon  top  is  not  doubled  on  the  Type  1  and  Type  2L  obverses.  Yet  another 
distinguishing  feature  is  the  length  of  thefirst  full  wheat  stalk  to  the  right  of  the  elbow. 
This  wheat  stalk  extends  out  further  than  the  stalk  below  it  on  the  Type  2M  obverses. 
This  first  wheat  stalk  does  not  extend  out  as  far  for  the  Type  2L  obverses.  There  are 
other  subtle  differences  in  the  design  on  the  three  obverse  hubs  but  enough 
information  has  been  provided  to  clearly  distinguish  them  from  each  other. 


1873-S  Trade  Dollar,  Type  1  Reverse 
Berry  under  eagle's  claw. 
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1876-S  Trade  Dollar,  Type  2M  Obverse 
Top  of  right  ribbon  tip  above  date  is  doubled. 


Top  of  right  ribbon  tip  above  date  is  not  doubled. 
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The  three  Trade  dollar  reverse  hubs  can  also  be  distinguished  by  several  design 
features  on  the  coins  in  this  series.  As  previously  mentioned,  Type  1  reverses  have 
a  berry  under  the  eagle's  claw.  Type  2M  and  Type  2L  reverses  do  not  have  this 
berry.  Another  area  of  the  design  that  distinguishes  these  three  hubs  is  the  area  near 
the  eagle's  tail  just  above  and  to  the  left  of  the  inner  leaves  below  the  wing.  On  Type 
1  reverses  the  tail  feathers  run  in  a  smooth  arc  down  the  back  of  the  tail.  Type  2M 
reverses  have  two  detailed  feathers  that  protrude  from  the  back  of  the  tail.  Type  2L 
reverses  have  two  smooth  feathers  that  blend  down  the  back  of  the  tail .  Finally,  there 
are  distinguishing  features  in  the  head  and  neck  of  the  eagle.  Type  1  reverses  show 
a  gap  between  the  neck  feathers  and  the  upper  edge  of  the  wing.  Type  2M  and  Type 
2L  reverses  show  a  smooth  transition  from  the  neck  to  the  wing.  There  are  also 
design  differences  in  the  shape  of  the  eagle's  eye  and  in  the  shape  of  the  feathers 
along  the  neck  and  head  of  the  eagle. 

Identification  of  Trade  Dollar  Obverse  Hubs 

Type  1  -  Ribbon  tips  curve  to  the  left,  hand  holding  olive  branch  has  three 
fingers,  index  finger  of  hand  holding  the  ribbon  has  a  tiny  protrusion, 
top  of  right  ribbon  tip  above  date  is  not  doubled  and  the  first  full  wheat 
stalk  extends  out  about  as  far  as  the  stalk  below  it. 

Type  2M  -  Ribbon  tips  hook  down  toward  date,  hand  holding  olive  branch  has 
four  fingers,  indexfinger  on  hand  holding  the  ribbon  does  not  have  the 
tiny  protrusion,  top  of  right  ribbon  tip  above  date  is  doubled  and  the 
first  full  wheat  stalk  extends  out  further  than  the  stalk  below  it. 

Type  2L  -  Ribbon  tips  hook  down  toward  date,  hand  holding  olive  branch  has 
four  fingers,  index  finger  on  hand  holding  the  ribbon  has  a  tiny 
protrusion,  top  of  right  ribbon  tip  above  date  is  not  doubled  and  the  first 
full  wheat  stalk  does  not  extend  out  as  far  as  the  stalk  below  it. 


1873-S  Trade  Dollar,  Type  1  Reverse 
Tail  feathers  run  in  smooth  arc  down  the  back  of  tail. 
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1876-S  Trade  Dollar,  Type  2M  Reverse 
Two  detailed  feathers  protrude  from  the  back  of  the  tail. 


1878-S  Trade  Dollar,  Type  2L  Reverse 
Two  smooth  tail  feathers  blend  down  the  back  of  the  tail. 
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Identification  of  Trade  Dollar  Reverse  Hubs 


Type  1  -  There  is  a  berry  under  the  eagle's  claw,  there  is  a  gap  between  the 
neck  feathers  and  the  upper  edge  of  the  wing  and  the  tail  feathers  run 
in  a  smooth  arc  down  the  back  of  the  tail. 

Type  2M  -  There  is  no  berry  under  the  eagle's  claw,  there  is  no  gap  between  the 
neck  feathers  and  the  upper  edge  of  the  wing  and  there  are  two 
detailed  feathers  that  protrude  from  the  back  of  the  tail. 

Type  2L  -  There  is  no  berry  under  the  eagle's  claw,  there  is  no  gap  between  the 
neck  feathers  and  the  upper  edge  of  the  wing  and  there  are  two 
smooth  feathers  that  blend  down  the  back  of  the  tail. 

The  newly  discovered  Type  2M  obverse  and  reverse  hubs  were  used  in 
combination  with  the  previously  identified  Type  1  and  Type  2  hubs  during  a  span 
of  several  years  in  the  middle  of  the  series.  I  suspect  that  the  newly  discovered  hubs 
went  undetected  for  so  long  because  their  differences  from  the  already  known  hubs 
in  the  series  are  very  subtle.  Consequently,  unless  a  researcher  was  looking  for  die 
differences,  he  wouldn't  get  past  the  major  identification  characteristics  for  each  of 
the  known  hub  types. 

I  feel  that  my  discovery  will  necessitate  a  revision  in  much  of  the  current  literature 
on  Trade  dollar  varieties  and  die  combinations.  I  have  incorporated  information  on 
the  new  Type  2M  obverse  and  reverse  dies  into  Table  I  which  revises  the  list  of 
possible  hub  combinations  for  the  Trade  Dollar  series.  All  that  is  left  to  be  done  is 
to  verify  the  existence  of  as  many  of  the  listed  combinations  as  possible.  Shaded 
circles  indicate  that  a  coin  with  this  hub  combination  has  been  verified  to  exist.  An 
unshaded  circle  indicates  that  coins  with  this  combination  of  hubs  could  exist.  At 
this  time,  I  cannot  verify  that  I  have  examined  several  of  the  unshaded,  know  hub 
combinations  because  my  notes  over  the  years  were  not  always  detailed  enough 
for  me  to  separate  out  the  Type  2M  and  Type  2L  hubs.  Rather  than  delay  publication 
while  I  attempt  to  verify  the  existence  of  some  of  these  combinations,  I  will  ask  club 
members  to  aid  me  in  the  verification  of  the  listed  hub  combinations.  At  this  point, 
all  Trade  dollars  examined  and  struck  prior  to  1 875  have  been  produced  from  Type 
1  obverse  and  reverse  hubs.  All  coins  examined  and  struck  after  1879  have  been 
struck  from  Type  2L  hubs.  So  far  the  Micro  s  mintmark  has  been  verified  only  on 
pieces  struck  from  the  Type  2M  reverse  hub.  A  few  varieties  with  different  mintmark 
styles  have  been  included  in  Table  I.  The  notation  used  for  the  mintmark  styles  is 
consistent  with  the  descriptions  given  by  Q.  David  Bowers  in  Volume  One  of  his 
recently  published  book  "Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States,  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia" 

Those  individuals  wishing  to  verify  the  existence  of  some  of  the  hub  combinations 
presented  in  Table  I  or  who  wish  to  add  to  the  list  of  varieties  provided  are  asked 
to  send  the  information  to  F.M.  Fazzari,  P.O.  Box  8011 1 ,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee 
3741 4. 1  will  report  any  information  that  is  obtained  in  this  study  in  a  future  issue  of 
the  journal. 


10 


DATE 

1873 

1873-S 

1873-  CC 
1874 

1874-  S 
1874-CC 


Table  I 

United  States  Trade  Dollars  1873  - 1885 
HUB  TYPE  Obverse/Reverse 

1/1     1/2M     1/2L    2M/1    2L/1     2M/2L    2M/2M    2L/2M  2L/2L 


\J 

V 

V 

187S-CC  A 

r\ 

1876  • 

1876-S  Large  S  • 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

1876-S  Medium  S  O 

o 

• 

o 

o 

o 

• 

1876-S  Micros 

• 

• 

1876-CCTall  CC  • 

• 

• 

o 

o 

o 

o 

1876-CC  Medium  CC  • 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

1877 

• 

• 

• 

o 

1877-S  Large  S 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

1877-S  Doubled  Die  Rev.  • 

• 

• 

o 

1877-S  Medium  S 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

1877-S  Micros 

• 

1877-CC 

o 

• 

o 

1878 

o 

o 

o 

1878-S  Large  S 

o 

o 

o 

1878-S  Doubled  Die  Rev  • 

1878-S  Medium  S 

o 

o 

o 

1878-CC 

o 

o 

o 

1879 

o 

o 

o 

1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
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r 


1839 
1839 
1839 
1840 
1840 
1842 
1842 
1842-0 

1842-  0 
1843 

1843-  0 
1844 

1844-  0 

1844-  0 
1845 
1845 

1845-  0 

1846-  0 
1847 
1847 

1847-  0 
1848 

1848-  0 
1849 
1849 
1850 

1851-  0 

1852-  0 
1853 

1853-  0 

1854-  0 
1854-0 

1854-  0 
1855 
1855 

1855-  0 
1855-0 

1855-  S 

1856-  0 
1856-0 

1856-  0 
1857 

1857-  S 

1857-  S 

1858-  S 
1859 


Liberty  Seated 

No  Drapery  XF-40   $525 

No  Drapery  XF-45,  russet  toning ...  750 

Drapery,  XF-40,  dark  &  lovely  120 

Small  Letters,  XF-40  95 

Small  Letters,  AU-50  210 

Small  Date,  VF-20  70 

Medium  Date,  AU-50   140 

Medium  Date,  VF-20  50 

Medium  Date,  XF-40  90 

VF-30  47 

XF-40  75 

XF-40,  blue  peripheral  toning   65 

XF-45,  large  ding  in  field   45 

AU-55    295 

XF-45  175 

AU-50,  lustrous   255 

No  Drapery,  XF-45   195 

Medium  Date,  AU-50   210 

VF-X  39 

AU-50  160 

VF-20  50 

AU-50,  toned  orange  brown  350 

AU-50,  leaning  8  variety  265 

XF-40  130 

MS-60   650 

Recut  0,  AU-55    750 

AU-50,  abrasion  in  field  180 

XF-40    375 

Arrows  &  Rays,  VF-35  95 

Arrows  &  Rays,  XF-40  150 


VG-8 

VF-35 

XF-40 

VF-30 

XF-40 

VF-30 

XF-40 


18 
60 
85 
52 
95 
38 
77 


F-15,  weakEin  LIBERTY  810 

F-12,  obverse  dings  15 

VF-25  36 

XF-40,  repunched  date  variety  75 

VF-20  35 

Medium  S,  G-4   51 

Medium  S,  AU-50,  repunched  date .  615 

XF-40,  mint  frost  175 

MS-60,  nicely  toned  400 


Half  Dollars 

1859-S  Mediums, VG-10  $30 

1859-  S  Large  S,  VF-30  76 

1860  AU-55,  frosty  275 

1860-  O  AU-50,  Type  2  reverse  160 

1860-S   Mediums,  G-5   15 

1860-S   Medium  S,  AU-50   210 

1860-  S  Large  S,  AU-50  210 

1861  AU-50  130 

1861-  0  AU-50  175 

1861-0  AU-58,  slider  300 

1861-  S   Large  S,  AU-50  215 

1862-  S   Medium  S,  AU-55,  lustrous  350 

1863-  S  VF-20,  gray  toning   38 

1864-  S   XF-40  78 

1865      PCI  AU-50    250 

1865-  S   F-12, Smalls  250 

1866-  S   No  Motto,  VF-20    325 

1867     XF-40  125 

1867     XF-45  165 

1868-S  VG-10  30 

1868-  S  AU-55,  lovely  400 

1869  XF-40  77 

1869-  S   VF-25  46 

1870  XF-40,  light  gold  &  gray   110 

1870-  CC  G-5   495 

1870-  S  XF-45  150 

1871  XF-45,  strong  strike  95 

1871-  00  F-12  300 

1 871  -S  AU-50,  a  beautiful  coin  1 72 

1872  VF-30  42 

1872-  CC  VG-8,  rough  67 

1872-S   VF-20  79 

1872-  S  AU-50,  pink  &  blue  toning   350 

1873  NA,  Closed  3,  XF-40   120 

1873  Arrows,  VG-10  25 

1873-  CC  Arrows,  Large  CO,  G-6  115 

1874  XF-40,  cleaned   80 

1874  XF-45  180 

1874-  S  Smalls,  XF-40    275 

1875  AU-50  152 

1875-  S  VF-25  46 

1876-  CC  XF-40  100 

1876-S  VG-10,  light  pink  toning   20 

1876-S  AU-50  150 

1877  VF-35   47 

1878  XF-40   85 


Want  lists  solicited.  Liberty  Seated  collections  purchased. 

TERMS:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  15  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  unopened  holders. 
Please  add  $3.00  for  postage  on  all  orders. 

Coin  Won  Company  •  LSCC  #1283 

P.O.  Box  161  •  Buffalo,  New  York  14221 
Telephone/Fax  (716)  688-9049 
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Off  Center  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

by 

Larry  Rausch 

I  am  an  avid  collector  of  error  coins  and  am  always  delighted  to  see  Liberty 
Seated  errors  presented  in  the  journal.  I  have  collected  off  center  dimes  for  the  past 
1 6  years  and  have  acquired  a  collection  of  20  off  center  Seated  dimes  during  this 
period.  I  would  like  to  present  pictures  of  these  20  coins  to  document  the  existence 
of  these  errors  from  the  Liberty  Seated  series.  Each  of  these  error  coins  is  an 
individual  item  and  can  be  most  easily  identified  by  the  position  of  the  design  on  the 
planchet. 

The  Minting  Process 

During  this  period  at  the  mint,  the  process  for  producing  coins  used  a  stationary 
lower  die  called  an  Anvil  Die  and  a  striking  upper  die  called  a  Hammer  Die.  In 
addition,  a  collar  constrained  the  outward  flow  of  metal  during  the  minting  process 
and  added  the  reeding  to  the  coin.  An  off  center  strike  occurred  when  the  blank 
planchet  did  not  land  completely  within  the  collar  that  was  mounted  directly  above 
the  lower  stationary  die.  When  the  Hammer  Die  struck  such  a  planchet  only  a 
portion  of  the  design  would  be  transferred  to  the  coin.  The  position  of  the  planchet 
relative  to  the  collar  when  it  was  struck  would  dictate  the  direction  and  the  amount 
that  the  design  would  be  off  center.  For  Liberty  Seated  dimes,  the  Hammer  die  was 
the  obverse  die. 

Identifying  Off  Center  Coins 

Two  characteristics  are  used  to  describe  off  center  coins.  First,  the  orientation  of 
the  coin's  design  relative  to  clock  position  is  recorded.  These  positions  are  referred 
to  as  1:00,  2:00, ... ,  12:00.  If  the  design  of  the  coin  is  positioned  upward  with  the 
blank  area  at  the  bottom,  the  coin  is  said  to  be  off  center  at  12:00.  Secondly,  the 
percentage  of  the  blank  area  of  the  planchet  is  recorded .  These  two  characteristics 
are  used  to  describe  off  center  strikes. 

Six  off  center  Liberty  Seated  dimes  have  been  pictured  in  the  journal  over  the 
years.  Three  additional  off  center  Liberty  Seated  dimes  have  been  pictured  only  in 
the  Collective  Volumes  and  have  not  been  described  in  the  journal.  These  nine 
coins  are  as  follows: 


%OFF 

DIRECTION 

APPEARANCE 

APPEARANCE  IN 

DATE 

CENTER 

OFF  CENTER 

IN  JOURNAL 

COLLECTIVE  VOLUME 

1855 

15% 

9:00 

Issue  #33 

Number  Two,  page  95 

1856 

15% 

6:00 

Issue  #57 

1875-8 

10% 

12:00 

Issue  #33 

Number  Two,  page  96 

1876 

15% 

10:00 

Number  Two,  pages  41 , 43 

1886 

10% 

12:00 

Number  One,  pages  32, 35 

1886 

20% 

9:00 

Issue  #33 

Number  Two,  page  96 

1887-8 

10% 

6:00 

Issues  #14,  #47 

Number  Three,  page  203 

1887-8 

10% 

6:00 

Issue  #47 

Number  Three,  page  203 

1891 

10% 

1:00 

Number  Three,  pages  163, 166 
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Descriptions  and  illustrations  of  the  20  coins  in  my  collection  are  given  below. 


1855  Off  Center  Dime 

2.  1 855  dime,  1 0%  off  center  at  5:00.  Variety  A-1 .  SP-6.5.  Date  0.2mm  below  base; 
left  arrow  points  above  tip  of  1 ,  right  arrow  points  to  tip  of  5,  both  arrows  touch 
base. 
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1858  Off  Center  Dime 


1858  dime,  20%  off  center  at  9:00.  Variety  A-1 .  SP-8.  Date  0.3mm  to  0.4mm 
below  base;  the  loop  and  the  upright  of  the  5  are  joined  by  a  defect  in  punch. 


1875  Off  Center  Dime 

1 875  dime,  1 0%  off  center  at  2:00.  SP-8.  Date  0.2mm  to  0.3mm  below  base;  first 
S  broken;  denticle  ruler,  DR-1L. 
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1875-CC  Off  Center  Dime 


1875-CC  dime,  10%  off  center  at  1 1 :00.  SP-7.5.  Date  0.2mm  to  0.3mm  below 
base;  first  S  and  0  broken.  CC  mintmark  within  wreath;  the  two  Cs  0.3mm  apart. 


1875-CC  Off  Center  Dime 

1 875-CC  dime,  1 5%  off  center  at  1 :00.  SP-7.5.  Date  0.3mm  below  base;  first  S 
partially  broken.  Obverse  die  crack  through  CA,  through  toe  to  5  in  date. 
Denticle  ruler,  DR-OR.  CC  mintmark  within  wreath,  the  two  Cs  0.4mm  apart. 
Reverse  die  crack  from  left  ribbon  end  to  wreath,  another  from  ear  of  corn 
through  wreath  to  rim  at  1 :00. 
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1875-CC  Off  Center  Dime 

1875-CC  dime,  10%  off  center  at  1 1 :00.  SP-8.5.  Date  0.2mm  to  0.3mm  below 
base;  first  S  and  O  broken.  Obverse  die  crack  from  D  in  UNITED  through 
STATES  to  head.  CC  mintmark  below  wreath;  the  two  Cs  0.3mm  apart. 


1876  Off  Center  Dime 

1 876  dime,  20%  off  center  at  5:00.  SP-7.5.  Date  0.4mm  below  base;  O  broken. 
Type  1  reverse.  The  date  on  this  coin  has  tenatively  been  identified  as  1 876  by 
the  shape  of  the  fragment  of  the  final  digit  and  by  the  shape  of  the  other  three 
digits  in  the  date. 
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1876-S  Off  Center  Dime 


9.  1876-S  dime,  20%  off  center  at  4:00.  SP-7.5.  First  S  and  O  broken.  Type  1 
reverse.  The  date  on  this  coin  has  been  identified  as  1 876  by  the  style  of  the  San 
Francisco  mintmark,  by  the  shape  of  the  fragment  of  the  final  date  digit  and  by 
the  shape  of  the  other  three  digits  in  the  date. 


1876-CC  Off  Center  Dime 

1 0.  1 876-CC  dime,  1 0%  off  center  at  1 2:00.  SP-8.  Date  0.3mm  below  base;  first  S 
and  O  broken;  denticle  ruler,  DR-1 R.  Type  1  reverse.  The  two  Cs  0.2mm  apart; 
doubled  die  reverse;  die  crack  through  CC  mintmark. 
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1886  Off  Center  Dime 


11.1 886  dime,  1 0%  off  center  at  1 :00.  SP-7.  Date  0.2mm  to  0.4mm  below  base;  first 
S  and  O  not  broken. 


1887  Off  Center  Dime 

12.  1887  dime,  10%  off  center  at  5:00.  SP-6.  Date  0.1  mm  to  0.4mm  below  base. 
Reverse  die  crack  from  wreath  to  rim  at  5:00. 
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1887-S  Off  Center  Dime 


1 3.  1 887-S  dime,  1 0%  off  center  at  6:00.  SP-7.  Date  0.2mm  to  0.3mm  below  base; 
first  S  and  O  not  broken.  S  mintmark  0.4mm  below  bow.  This  1 887-S  off  center 
dime  looks  very  similar  to  the  two  1887-S  off  center  dimes  presented  in  Issue 
#47  of  the  journal  but  this  coin  is  an  example  of  a  third  variety  of  this  date  struck 
off  center. 


1890  Off  Center  Dime 

1 4.  1 890  dime,  1 0%  off  center  at  1 0:00.  Variety  A-3.  SP-6.5.  Date  0.3mm  to  0.4mm 
below  base.  Obverse  die  crack  through  AMERICA  to  toe.  Reverse  die  crack 
runs  in  circle  around  wreath. 
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1890  Off  Center  Dime 


15.1 890  dime,  1 5%  off  center  at  1 :00.  SP-7.  Date  0.2mm  to  0.4mm  below  base;  first 
S  and  O  not  broken.  Reverse  die  crack  from  rim  at  4:00  through  ribbon  ends 
to  wreath  at  7:00. 


1891  Off  Center  Dime 


1 7.  1 891  dime,  1 5%  off  center  at  7:00.  SP-6.5.  Date  0.3mm  to  0.2mm  below  base; 
O  broken.  Heavy  die  clash  on  reverse. 


1891  Off  Center  Dime 

1 8. 1 891  dime,  1 5%  off  center  at  1 2:00.  Variety  A-4.  SP-6.5.  Date  0.2mm  to  0.3mm 
below  base;  first  S  and  O  not  broken;  denticle  ruler  DR-OL.  Reverse  die  crack 
runs  in  circle  around  wreath  from  3:00  to  10:00. 
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1891-0  Off  Center  Dime 


1 9.  1 891  -O  dime,  1 0%  off  center  at  1 2:00.  SP-6.  Date  0.3mm  below  base.  Obverse 
die  crack  through  ICA  of  AMERICA. 


No  Date  Off  Center  Dime 

20.  Liberty  Seated  dime,  25%  off  center  at  4:00.  Type  2  reverse.  While  no  date  is 
visible,  the  date  fragments  indicate  that  it  was  struck  during  the  1 880s. 
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Over  the  last  1 6  years  I  have  seen  other  off  center  Liberty  Seated  dimes  that  I  have 
been  unable  to  purchase.  The  list  of  these  pieces  is  given  below. 


DATE 

PERCENTAGE 
OFF  CENTER 

DIRECTION 
OFF  CENTER 

1854-0 

3% 

7:00 

1855 

25% 

9:00 

1856 

10% 

6:00 

1857 

20% 

5:00 

1857 

12% 

5:00 

1890 

10% 

5:00 

1890 

30% 

10:00 

1891 

15% 

10:00 

ND 

60% 

5:00 

ND 

10% 

6:00 

References 

1 .  Ah  wash,  Kamal  M.  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
1837-  1891.  1977 

2.  Greer,  Brian  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes.  1992 

3.  Margolis,  A.  The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia. 

♦  ♦♦♦♦ 


Happy  Holidays  to  all  of  my  coin  collecting  friends. 
May  the  New  Year  bring  peace  and  joy  to  you  and  yours. 


HALF  DIMES 

1862    PCGS-62   $180 

DIMES 

1888    PCGS-61   $135 

QUARTERS 

1875    PCGS-62  PQ   $325 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1875    PCGS-50   $160 

DOLURS 

1848  ANACS-30   $500 

1849  PCGS-50   $550 


Dennis  Garstang  •  LSCC  #481 

P.O.  Box  670  •  Belle,  Missouri  65013 
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when  It  Comes  to  Liberty  Seated  Coins, 

the  SpotHght  is  on 

Bowers  &  Merena 


Are  You  Buying  Liberty 
Seated  Coins  For  Your 
Collection? 

Then  participating  in  our  auctions  is  an  abso- 
lute must.  Over  the  years  we  have  had  every- 
thing from  the  unique  and  extremelv  rare 
(1 870-S  half  dime,  unique;  gem  Uncirculated 
1873-CC  Without  Arrows  quarter,  1 870-S 
$1,  and  more)  to  the  common  (circulated 
pieces,  "type"  corns,  and  the  like).  We  invite 
you  to  come  aboard  today.  For  $79  you  get  all 
of  our  auction  catalogues  issued  during  the 
next  year,  plus  our  Rare  Coin  Review  (listing 
Liberty  Seated  coins  for  sale  in  every  issue), 
and  other  periodicals — a  value  of  over  $200. 


Thinking  Of  Selling  Your 
Liberty  Seated  Coins? 

If  so,  you  have  come  to  the  right  place!  We 
would  be  pleased  to  talk  with  you  about 
offering  your  specialized  collection  at  auc- 
tion. The  success  we  have  realized  for  many 
other  members  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Coin 
Collectors  Club  we  can  realize  for  you  as 
well.  Your  toll-free  telephone  call  to  1-800- 
222-5993  to  Dr  Richard  A.  Bagg,  our  direc- 
tor of  auctions,  or  a  letter  sent  to  us,  will  bring 
an  immediate  response. 

Buying  or  selling — focus  on  Bowers  and 
Merena  for  all  your  Liberty  Seated  collect- 
ing needs. 


Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries^  Inc. 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

(800)  222-5993  •  (603)  569-5095 


25 


A  Third  Obverse  Die  for  the  1870-CC  Dollar 


by 

Bert  A.  Schlosser 

Recently,  I  purchased  an  1 870-CC  dollar  that  grades  F/VF  from  an  obverse  die 
that  does  not  match  either  of  the  two  obverses  for  this  date  described  and  illustrated 
by  John  Kroon  in  Issue  #32  of  the  journal.  This  article  was  later  reprinted  on  pages 
360-362  in  Collective  Volume  Number  Two  of  the  journal. 

This  coin  has  the  Reverse  #1  with  the  Close  CC  mintmark  and  at  first  glance  it 
appears  to  have  the  Date  Right  obverse,  but  the  date  is  far  too  high  for  this  variety. 
On  the  new  obverse  the  left  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  1  is  also  farther  to  the  right, 
so  this  obverse  die  will  be  called  Date  Far  Right  and  High.  The  date  numerals  are 
very  light  on  this  coin,  likely  the  result  of  heavy  die  polishing.  Some  denticles  are 
also  very  light,  but  all  of  the  stars  are  in  high  relief. 

The  following  table  shows  the  main  differences  among  the  three  obverses: 

Obverse  1  -  Date  Left.  Top  of  1  in  date  0.8mm  below  base  of  rock.  Left  edge  of 
upright  of  1  under  tip  of  shield.  Base  of  7  over  a  denticle.  Field  above  and  below  1 
in  date  split  50-50. 

Obverse  2  -  Date  Right.  Top  of  1  in  date  1 .1  mm  below  base  of  rock.  Left  edge  of 
upright  of  1  under  11  th  stripe  in  shield.  Base  of  7  over  space  between  denticles. 
Field  above  and  below  1  in  date  split  60-40. 

Obverse  3  -  Date  Far  Right  and  High.  Top  of  1  in  date  0.8mm  below  base  of  rock. 
Left  edge  of  upright  of  1  under  1 2th  stripe  in  shield.  Base  of  7  over  space  between 
denticles.  Field  above  and  below  1  in  date  split  40-60. 


1870-CC  Dollar,  Date  Far  Right  with  Close  CC  Mintmark 
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1870-CC  Dollar,  Obverse  3  with  Date  Far  Right 


In  his  new  book  "Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States,  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia",  Q.  David  Bowers  describes  a  variety  for  the  Date  Right 
obverse.  This  variety  is  described  on  page  821  of  the  encyclopedia  as  follows: 
Obverse  2.  Date  Right.  Lighter  numerals.  On  later  impressions  die  was  polished, 
numerals  thin,  upper  denticles  above  head  smaller,  spaced  farther  apart. 

I  feel  that  it  is  very  likely  that  this  description  actually  applies  to  the  Date  Far  Right 
obverse,  since  it  is  paired  with  the  Close  CC  reverse  and  has  the  very  light  date  and 
denticles.  But  the  Date  Far  Right  obverse  cannot  be  a  polished  down  die  state  of 
the  Date  Right  obverse  because  the  date  is  located  far  too  high  in  thefield.  Polishing 
a  die  can  only  increase  the  distance  between  design  elements. 

This  coin  raises  some  interesting  questions.  Does  the  Date  Far  Right  variety  exist 
in  an  earlier  die  state  before  heavy  die  polishing?  Was  Obverse  3  paired  with  any 
of  the  other  CC  dollar  reverses?  Are  all  oif  the  Obverse  2,  Close  CC  dollars  examples 
of  the  Date  Far  Right  variety?  Only  further  research  on  examples  of  the  1 870-CC 
dollar  will  answer  these  questions  on  this  first  dollar  issuefrom  the  Carson  City  mint. 

♦ 


BUYING 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
SCARCE  DATES,  VARIETIES  OR  COLLECTIONS 

CALL  OR  WRITE 
BRIAN  GREER 
P.O.  BOX  151271    •    LAKEWOOD,CO  80215 
Telephone  (303)  232-7737 
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An  1875-CC  Half  Dollar  Struck  From  Clashed  Dies 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

Recently  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  purchase  an  1875-CC  brilliant  uncirculated 
half  dollar  struck  from  clashed  dies.  The  previous  owner  purchased  this  specimen 
from  Bowers  &  Ruddy  as  Lot  #21 00  in  their  Montgomery  Sale  in  February  1 976.  The 
coin  was  still  in  its  original  sealed  plastic  envelope.  It  has  therefore  been  protected 
from  sulfur  toning  for  the  last  1 8  years.  The  pristine  satin  white  surfaces  of  the  coin 
indicate  that  the  previous  owners  had  carefully  protected  it  from  environmental 
damage  since  its  time  of  issue  more  than  a  century  ago.  Needless  to  say,  I  will 
continue  to  preserve  this  coin,  and  it  now  resides  in  an  inert  air  tight  plastic  holder. 

What  makes  this  coin  special  is  the  fact  that  it  shows  multiple  die  clash  marks 
on  the  obverse.  As  a  point  of  reference,  clash  marks  are  the  result  of  impacted  dies 
due  to  a  malfunction  at  the  mint.  This  occurs  when  a  planchet  is  not  advanced  and 
the  stop  mechanism  on  the  coin  press  malfunctions,  allowing  the  obverse  and 
reverse  dies  to  come  into  contact  under  pressure.  As  a  result,  a  portion  of  each  die 
is  impressioned  into  the  other  giving  an  extra  raised  impression  on  subsequent 
coins  struck  from  these  dies. 

A  cursory  review  of  the  articles  written  by  LSCC  members  revealed  little  has  been 
written  on  the  subject  of  clash  marks  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  I  have  concluded 
that  the  absence  of  information  on  clash  marks  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage  has  more 
to  do  with  their  rarity  than  with  the  lack  of  interest  from  collectors.  If  this  is  true,  then 
the  discovery  of  the  1 875-CC  half  dollar  with  clash  marks  makes  this  coin  of  special 
interest.  Surprisingly,  there  is  no  mention  of  a  clash  marked  die  variety  for  this  date 
in  Breen's  encyclopedia  or  in  the  Wiley-Bugert  book  on  the  Seated  Half  Dollar 
series. 

The  1875-CC  half  dollar  depicted  in  this  article  shows  six  reverse  die  design 
marks  on  the  obverse.  They  are  described  as  follows: 

Clash  Maries  on  the  Obverse 

1 .  An  impression  of  the  eagle's  left  wing  pit. 

2.  An  impression  of  the  side  of  the  left  leg  of  the  eagle. 

3.  The  area  between  the  left  claw  and  the  olive  branch. 

4.  The  tip  of  the  eagle's  right  claw. 

5.  The  area  between  the  olive  leaves  and  the  eagle's  right  wing. 

6.  An  outline  of  the  ribbon's  curl. 

Techniques  Used  to  Identify  the  Clash  Marked  Areas 

One  helpful  technique  used  to  find  the  reverse  areas  that  were  impacted  on  the 
obverse  die  is  to  take  photographs  of  both  sides  of  the  coin.  One  can  then  make 
transparencies  of  both  the  reverse  and  obverse  pictures  using  a  copier.  In  this  way, 
one  can  line  up  the  obverse  and  reverse  to  correspond  to  the  original  position  of  the 
dies  prior  to  the  striking  of  the  coin.  The  area  that  caused  the  clash  marks  can  then 
be  easily  located.  Additionally,  the  original  prints  can  also  be  used  to  determine  the 
clash  mark  locations  on  the  reverse.  This  is  done  by  placing  the  pictures  together 
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as  one  would  see  the  coin  as  it  is  flipped  from  obverse  to  reverse  to  obverse.  If  one 
puts  a  pin  through  the  picture  where  the  clash  marks  are,  the  pinpoint  should  show 
the  place  on  the  reverse  that  caused  the  marks. 

Thoughts  on  Rarity 

The  writer  has  personally  examined  13  different  1875-CC  uncirculated  halves 
during  a  collecting  career  of  35  years.  In  my  opinion,  this  represents  a  significant 
percentage  of  the  total  mint  state  population  for  this  date.  As  such,  this  is  only  the 
second  example  of  clashed  die  marks  that  I  have  seen  for  this  date.  The  other 
specimen  had  the  same  clash  marks  but  they  were  not  as  pronounced  as  those 
depicted  in  this  article.  I  would  surmise  that  1875-CC  half  dollars  with  clashed  die 
marks  are  extremely  rare  in  mint  state. 

❖ 


QUARTERS 

1 855-S 

VF-20,  small  obverse  pit  

$100 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1865 

PCGS  XF-40,  dark  gray  toning  

$500 

1866 

Impaired  Proof,  PF-45/50,  light  toning,  no  major  marks  . . 

.  $450 

Alex  A.  Pancheco  •  LSCC#1345 

P.O.  Box  2357  •  Corvallis,  Oregon  97339 

Telephone  (503)  752-6651  evenings 

❖ 


LSCC  Regional  Meeting  at  FUN  Convention 

There  will  be  an  Eastern  Regional  meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  FUN  Convention  in 
January  1995.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00  AM  on  Friday,  January  6, 1995  in 
Orlando,  Florida  during  the  FUN  Convention.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Convention  Center  in  Orlando  with  the  location  of  the  meeting  being  announced  in 
the  convention  program.  We  hope  that  LSCC  members  will  take  this  opportunity  to 
gather  and  exchange  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coins. 

The  Editor 
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QUARTERS 

1851-0    Good+,  cleaned,  minor  obverse  marks   $125 

1851-0  Fine,  original,  tiny  obverse  nicks  plus  minor  rim  bruise  .  200 

1853-0    EF,  a  nice  original  coin   140 

1 856-  0    VG,  decent  low  grade  coin   15 

1 857-  0    VG+,  old  cleaning,  now  darkly  toned   12 

1857-  0    VG-I-,  near  full  LIBERTY,  old  cleaning   17 

1858  Fine,  original  toning   17 

1858-  S    Good,  decent,  no  problems   50 

1860-  S  VG-I--I-,  near  fine,  old  cleaning,  a  few  minor  hairlines  ...  275 

1861-  S    Good,  some  minor  obverse  roughness   55 

1 867-S  Good,  really  VG  with  uneven  wear,  weak  obverse  rim  . .  1 75 

1869-S  Good+,  BER  shows,  old  cleaning,  weak  reverse  rim  ... .  65 

1870  VF,  nice  original  toning,  one  minor  reverse  scratch  —  115 

1875-S    VG,  weak  lower  reverse  rim   25 

1875-S    Fine+,  old  scratch  near  date,  nicely  toned    45 

1875-S    EF,  bright  from  being  cleaned   90 

1878      VG,  original  toning    13 

1 878  EF,  a  choice  original  coin,  one  minor  reverse  rim  ding ...  37 

1 879  VF,  old  cleaning  but  decent   1 95 

1 882      VG/AG,  no  problems,  weak  reverse  rim   115 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1849  EF,  nice  original  coin   $130 

1850  Good -I- ,  slightly  dark,  one  tiny  obverse  rim  nick   150 

1855      Sharp  EF,  old  cleaning   63 

1856-S    Fine,  nice  full  LIBERTY,  old  cleaning,  scarce   125 

1 859  VG,  nice  original  coin   30 

1859      EF,  medium  gray  toning   80 

1862      Sharp  EF,  old  cleaning,now  nicely  toned   160 

1862-  S    VG,  old  cleaning   17 

1865      Good,  scarce  date   22 

1866-S    No  Motto,  Good old  cleaning    75 

1866-S    With  Motto,  EF,  cleaned  but  decent   65 

1868      Good-,  one  tiny  rim  nick,  weak  reverse  rim   30 

1868  VF+-I-,  old  cleaning,  tiny  obverse  spot   125 

1869  Good,  old  cleaning   18 

1869      VF-I-,  sharp,  old  cleaning,  light  marks   55 

1871  Good,  one  minor  obverse  mark   15 

1871-CC  Good +,  old  cleaning   120 

1884      VF,  old  cleaning  but  nice   350 

1888      Good,  nice  problem  free  original  coin    175 

1 891      VG,  choice  original,  one  tiny  reverse  mark   45 

Orders  over  $100  send  postpaid.  Approval  service  avail- 


able to  LSCC  members  with  proper  references.  1 0  day  return 
privilege.  Buying  all  rare  date  Seated  quarters  and  halves. 

Bob  Foster  Rare  Coins 

P.O.  Box  1966  •  Euiess,  Texas  76039 
Telephone  (817)  355-1235 
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Identifying  the  1891  Quarter  with  an  Extra  89 

in  the  Denticles 

by 

Jack  White 

I  first  learned  of  the  1 891  quarter  with  an  extra  89  in  the  denticles  when  I  received 
my  LSCC  Quarter  Survey  form  in  September  1 993.  Within  a  few  weeks  I  had  located 
the  first  of  four  examples  of  this  variety  that  I  now  possess.  This  initial  specimen  was 
a  pleasing  Fine  which  was  soon  complemented  by  a  nice  AU,  an  XF  and  finally  a 
VF  coin.  Upon  examining  the  AU  and  XF  coins  I  noted  a  pair  of  prominent  lines  on 
the  reverse  that  appeared  to  be  scratches.  It  wasn't  until  I  had  examined  the  Fine 
graded  coin  and  compared  the  three  specimens  that  I  realized  that  these  lines  were 
not  scratches  at  all  but  prominent  die  clash  marks.  Further  study  of  the  coins 
revealed  another  prominent  clash  mark  on  the  obverse  over  the  date.  These  clash 
marks  are  so  strong  that  they  can  be  used  to  instantly  identify  this  variety  without 
magnification.  With  this  information  a  collector  should  be  able  to  identify  this  variety 
without  having  to  even  remove  it  from  the  dealer's  case. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  die  characteristics  of  the  1 891  quarter  with  an  extra  89 
in  the  denticles  are  as  follows: 

Obverse  Die  Characteristics 

1 .  The  8th  to  1 3th  stars  are  very  weakly  struck.  No  center  lines  are  visible,  even  on 
my  AU  specimen. 

2.  There  is  a  prominent  die  clash  mark  above  the  date,  centered  over  the  89  running 
in  an  arc  with  both  ends  connected  to  the  base  of  the  rock.  This  mark  is  barely 
visible  on  my  Fine  coin,  but  it  can  be  seen  without  magnification  on  my  VF 
specimen. 


Obverse  Clash  Mark  on  1891  Quarter  With 
an  Extra  89  in  Denticles 
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3.  Another  clash  mark  starts  below  Miss  Liberty's  knee  and  runs  out  and  down  to 
approximately  the  middle  of  her  foot.  This  mark  can  be  seen  on  the  Fine  specimen. 

4.  There  is  a  less  prominent  clash  mark  extending  from  the  wrist  below  the  hand 
holding  the  pole.  This  mark  is  barely  discernible  on  the  VF  specimen. 

Reverse  Die  Characteristics 

1 .  In  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  the  I  and  N  are  extremely  weak.  The  D  is  weak 
but  a  bit  stronger  than  the  two  previously  mentioned  letters.  Finally,  the  S  is 
weakly  struck. 

2.  There  is  a  heavy  VERY  prominent  die  clash  mark  that  runs  under  the  WE  on  the 
scroll  that  extends  out  through  the  scroll  on  both  sides.  This  clash  mark  can  be 
seen  on  the  Fine  specimen  with  the  unaided  eye. 

3.  There  is  another  strong  clash  mark  that  runs  from  the  end  of  the  right  side  of  the 
scroll  to  the  top  right  corner  of  the  shield. 

4.  There  are  light  clash  marks  noticeable  above  the  eagle's  shoulder  on  the  left  side 
of  the  coin. 

5.  There  is  another  clash  mark  that  connects  the  eagle's  wing  with  the  tail  feathers 
above  the  two  uppermost  leaves.  This  feature  is  visible  on  XF  and  above 
specimens. 

6.  The  lower  part  of  the  eagle's  wing  on  the  right  side  of  the  coin  is  weakly  struck. 

A  beautiful  picture  of  the  date  of  this  variety  is  presented  in  Larry  Briggs'  book 
"The  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Quarters".  I 
believe  that  his  description  gives  proper  recognition  to  this  interesting  variety  in  the 
Seated  quarter  series.  While  the  die  clash  marks  are  mentioned  in  his  description 
of  this  variety,  none  of  these  prominent  die  features  are  pictured  in  his  book.  I  have 
taken  this  opportunity  to  describe  these  clash  marks  so  that  they  can  be  used  to 
recognize  examples  of  this  unusual  variety. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  pictures  of  my  1 891  quarter  variety  that 
have  appeared  with  this  article. 


Reverse  Clash  Mark  on  1891  Quarter  With 
an  Extra  89  in  Denticles 
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Better  Dates  #34 


I  have  listed  mostly  new  purchases,  many  quite  scarce.  If  you  don't  see 
something  of  interest,  please  contact  me.  I  have  a  lot  more  pieces  besides 
those  in  this  listing. 


DIMES 

1838     VG,  partial  drapery,  cleaned   $22 

1838  VF,  partial  drapery,  old  cleaning  ...  80 
1842     XF,  large  reverse  rim  cud   45 

1845  Ch.XF,  cleaned,  nicely  retoning   32 

1846  VF,  deep  gray  toning,  light  obv  mark170 

1851-0  F-VF,  cleaned,  retoned   22 

1851-0  VF,  original,  a  few  marks   50 

1853     F,  No  Arrows,  old  cleaning   80 

1859-S  F-VF,  cleaned,  a  bit  scruffy    200 

1861-S  AG,  legends  partly  worn   30 

1861-S  F,  some  porosity  in  field   65 

1861-S  F,  cleaned,  unevenly  retoned  ....  105 

1867-S  VF-XF,  solder  on  reverse   30 

1870     XF,  nice  gray  toning   40 

1871-  CC  G-VG,  old  cleaning,  full  rims   725 

1872     XF-AU,  full  head,  a  few  marks   22 

1872-  S  AG-G,  rims  worn  to  letters   14 

1872-S  Oh. VF,  old  cleaning   105 

1 874-S  VF-XF,  cleaned,  a  few  marks   75 

1876-CC  AU,  medium  gray  toning   60 

1 876-CC  AU,  doubled  die  reverse   95 

QUARTERS 

1839  VF,  deep  original  gray   $60 

1841-0  Abt.F,  doubled  die  obverse   40 

1841-  0  ANACSVF-20,  nice  gray    68 

1842-  0  AG,  Small  Date,  even  wear    250 

1845  Ch.AU,  lustrous,  a  few  hairlines .. .  200 

1847  XF,  flat  strike,  original   55 

1847  ANACS  AU-50,  rainbow  toning  ...  130 

1848  G-VG,  doubled  date   40 

1848     AU,  triple  date,  light  cleaning   225 

1852     G,  old  cleaning   30 

1852     F,  old  cleaning   65 

1852     XF,  deep  original  gray   175 

1852     XF-AU,  medium  gray   195 


1854  G,  counterstamp  J.T.  WRIGHT  ....  14 
1858-0  Ch.VF,  nice  medium  gray  toning .. .  45 


QUARTERS 

1863     VG,  medium  gray  toning   $30 

1864-S  VG,  old  cleaning   325 

1867     VG,  old  cleaning,  retoned    175 

1869-S  ANACS  F-1 2,  deep  gray   145 

1871  F,  cleaned,  retoning   40 

1872  VG-F,  cleaned,  retoning   33 

1872     XF,  small  reverse  mark   115 

1 874-S  VG,  nice  medium  gray   27 

1882     F,  original  two  tone  gray    200 

1888  VF,  nice  light  gray   280 

1889  VF,  old  cleaning,  album  toning  ...  260 
1891-0  ANACS  AG-3,  nice  gray   65 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1841     VG,  light  gray  toning    $43 

1842-0  G,  Small  Date,  nice  gray    425 

1843     XF-AU,  bold  detail,  original    70 

1846     PCGSVG-8,6/horizontal6   150 

1849-0  F-VF,  old  cleaning,  retoning   40 

1851-0  VG,  deeply  toned  fields   28 

1853  VG,  counterstamp  A.D.  BILL   25 

1854  G,  counterstamp  R.ROWE   25 

1856-S  G-VG,  nice,  a  few  marks   40 

1861-0  Confederate  Obv,  bold  crack,  XF  .  240 

1862     VG,  old  cleaning   35 

1868-S  AU,  lightly  cleaned   95 

1882     Abt.F,  light  gray   215 

1886     VG,  nice  gray   330 

1886     AblF,  nice  gray    360 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840     G,  nice  gray    $125 


1844  VF-XF,  numerous  hairline  scratches  190 

1 845  F-VF,  nice  gray,  holed  at  4  o'clock  .  95 
1859  AG,  toned,  full  date,  a  few  marks...  90 
1870-CCG,  holed  &  plugged  at  12  o'clock  .  100 
1 870-CC  G + ,  holed  &  plugged  at  4  o'clock .  1 05 

1871      G,  counterstamp  H.BURT    115 

1871     VG,  counterstamp  J.  WILSON  ....  125 


All  Coins  Guaranteed  Genuine.  ANA  Grading  •  Please  Add  $3.00  for  Postage 
10  Day  Return  Privilege  if  in  Original  Unopened  Holder 
Layav\/ay  and  Approval  Service  Available  •  Always  Buying  Better  Dates  and  Varieties 

Harry  E.Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  So.  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone  (41 5)  583-9908 
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A  New  1855  Doubled  Die  Half  Dime  Discovered 


by 

Chris  Pilliod 

Just  recently  I  discovered  an  unlisted  1 855  doubled  die  half  dime  that  is  another 
example  of  the  doubled  die  discoveries  from  the  period  of  the  1850s.  This  variety 
is  typical  of  other  doubled  die  varieties  of  this  period  in  that  it  shows  doubling 
primarily  on  the  stripes  in  the  obverse  shield.  On  this  variety  extra  line  segments  can 
be  seen  to  the  right  of  each  of  the  vertical  stripes  in  the  shield.  It  should  be  noted 
that  this  1 855  doubled  die  variety  is  different  from  the  one  I  reported  in  Issue  #52 
of  the  journal  and  given  the  designation  V-7  by  Al  BIythe. 

The  recently  discovered  die  varieties  of  the  1 850s  would  seem  to  suggest  that 
trials  were  being  conducted  at  the  mint  during  this  period.  It  is  fairly  well  docu- 
mented that  the  mint  was  trying  to  place  the  arrows  and  the  date  into  the  hub  during 
this  period  because  of  the  large  demand  for  coinage  dies  at  this  time.  This 
experiment  was  abandoned  in  1 856  with  the  removal  of  the  arrows  around  the  date 
on  the  lower  denomination  silver  coins. 

There  are  still  interesting  discoveries  to  be  made  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series. 
Keep  looking,  you  never  know  what  you  may  find. 


1855  Doubled  Die  Half  Dime 
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A  Variation  of  the  1845-0  Footless  1  Half  Dollar 


by 

Paul  Brill 

Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1 845-0  half  dollar  that  is  missing  the  lower  left  serif 
of  the  1  in  the  date.  This  coin  satisfies  Beistle's  description  of  Variety  7-Ha  and  has 
been  graded  AU-55.  As  reported  by  Beistle,  this  coin  has  a  weakly  struck  high  date, 
with  a  very  fine  die  crack  running  from  the  end  of  Miss  Liberty's  enclosed  toe  to  the 
edge.  A  fine  die  crack  joins  all  of  the  right  side  stars.  The  foot  is  partially  supported. 

Beistle  has  associated  two  reverses  with  the  obverse  described  above,  reverse 
G  and  reverse  Ha.  The  coin  shown  in  this  article  has  reverse  Ha  with  a  die  crack 
running  through  the  legend  and  the  O  mintmark  centered  between  the  top  of  the  LF 
in  HALF  and  the  tip  of  the  lower  arrow  feather.  The  vertical  stripes  in  the  reverse 
shield  show  a  wavy  appearance  having  undergone  repair  according  to  Beistle.  The 
G  reverse  has  a  major  die  defect  in  the  left  side  shield  stripes. 

Upon  reading  the  new  book  "A  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars" 
by  Wiley  and  Bugert,  I  noticed  that  they  reported  a  footless  1  variety  for  this  date. 
This  variety  has  been  identified  as  WB-109  and  has  been  matched  with  only  one 
reverse.  Comparing  the  photograph  of  the  WB-1 09  variety  to  the  one  described  in 


1845-0  Footless  1  Half  Dollar, 
Obverse  Paired  with  Reverse  Ha 
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this  article,  I  must  conclude  that  there  are  two  different  varieties  of  the  footless  1  half 
dollar. 

The  WB-1 09  variety  shows  a  1  with  most  of  the  lower  base  of  the  digit  missing. 
The  Beistle  7-Ha  variety  presented  in  this  article  shows  a  1  with  only  the  lower  left 
serif  of  the  1  missing.  I  must  conclude  that  the  WB-1 09  variety  is  an  advanced  die 
state  of  the  variety  presented  in  this  article.  Several  questions  come  to  mind.  Does 
the  WB-1 09  obverse  have  the  die  cracks  defined  by  Beistle  for  this  variety?  Which 
of  the  two  reverses  described  by  Beistle  has  been  identified  for  the  WB-1 09  variety? 


1845-0  Footless  1  Half  Dollar,  Reverse  Ha  Die  Cracks 


LARGE  PRICE  LIST 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
ALL  DENOMINATIONS 

CALL  OR  WRITE 
BRIAN  GREER 
P.O.  BOX  151271    •    LAKEWOOD,CO  80215 
Telephone  (303)  232-7737 
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Seated  Half  Dollar  Collection 

I  am  selling  my  large  collection  of  Seated  Halves. 
Please  send  a  SASE  for  complete  list. 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1840     VF-35   $80 

1840     Reverse  of  1838,  XF-40    361 

1842     Triple  Date,  VF-25   118 

1842  Large  Date,  VF-35   53 

1843  4/4,  VF-25   50 

1844  Triple  Date,  VF-25   134 

1844      18/18,VF-30   54 

1844      4/4,  VF-25   47 

1844-  0  44/44,  VF-25   52 

1845-  0  F-12   49 

1845-0  Doubled  Date,  0/0,  F-12   71 

1845-  0  Doubled  Date,  VF-20   50 

1846-  0  VF-30   47 

1848-0  VF-20/25    55 

1849      VF-35   67 

1852-0  F-15   126 

1855      5/4,  VF-25   193 

1855     5/4,  Recut  85,  VF-25   210 

1855      55/55,  VF-25   43 

1855-0  Recut  Date,  VF-20   55 

1855-S   G-6/8   319 

1855-  S   VG10/F15   462 

1856-  0  Recut  Date,  VF-20   54 

1856-  S   Large  S,  VF-20   134 

1857  XF-40   50 

1857-  S  Large  S,  VF-20    231 

1858  Typell,AU-50   164 

1858-  0  XF-40   48 

1858-S   Medium  S,  VF-20   66 


HALF  DOLLARS 

858-8   Large  S,  VF-35   $100 

858-S  8  in  rock,  VF-20   97 

859     Type  II,  VF-20   49 

860-0  Type  I,  VF-25   46 

860-0  0/0,  VF-20   61 

866     6  in  denticles,  VF-30   55 

866-S   VF-30   54 

868-  S   VF-25   50 

869  VF-20   49 

869-  S   VF-30   59 

870  Recut  1,  VF-30   60 

870-  S  Very  Smalls,  F-15   34 

870-00  Obv.1,  Rev.  A,  G4/6   428 

870-CCObv.1,Rev.B,G6/8   483 

870-00  Obv.  2.  Rev.  B,  G8/F1 2   672 

870-CC  Obv.  2.  Rev.  Ca,  VG8   596 

870-CC  Obv.  3,  Rev.  Ca,  G6/8   470 

872  VF-25   39 

873  NA,Open3,G-6    2268 

873-CC  NA,  Small  cc,  G-6   74 

873     Quad-stripes,  G-6   53 

873-S    VF-30   154 

876-S   S/S,  VF-20   40 

876-  CC  VF-25   51 

877-  S   S/S,  VF-20   44 

878     F-15   39 

887      F-15   403 

890     VF-30    235 


Please  add  $3.00  for  postage  and  insurance. 
Ten  day  return  privilege  if  in  original  unopened  holder. 
Coins  subject  to  prior  sale. 


Earl  J.  Engle  •  LSCC  #791 

P.O.  Box  419251  •  Kansas  City,  Missouri  64141 
Telephone  (816)  842-8600  Office 
Teiephone  (816)  931-3903  Home 
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More  Cuds  on  1842  Seated  Dollars 


by 

Dr.  Wallace  G.  Lee 


As  a  collector  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  I  have  been  very  interested  in  the  articles 
reporting  cuds  on  1 842  Seated  dollars  that  have  appeared  in  Issues  #58-#60  of  the 
journal.  Several  coins  have  been  reported  from  a  single  obverse  die  with  three  cuds 
appearing  around  different  parts  of  the  obverse  rim.  The  first  cud  appears  at  the  rim 
between  the  1 2th  and  1 3th  stars,  a  larger  cud  appears  at  the  rim  to  the  left  of  the  1 
in  the  date,  and  an  even  larger  cud  appears  at  the  rim  to  the  left  of  the  first  three  stars. 
All  of  these  cuds  run  from  the  edge  of  the  coin  to  the  denticles. 

I  wish  to  report  the  presence  of  a  large  cud  on  an  1 842  Seated  dollar  that  is 
different  from  the  cuds  previously  reported  for  this  date.  My  coin  shows  no  recutting 
at  the  base  of  the  2  in  the  date  and  it  does  not  have  the  raised  metal  in  the  base  of 
the  rock  above  the  2  in  the  date.  The  cud  on  my  coin  only  covers  half  of  the  rim 
between  the  edge  and  the  denticles.  It  starts  directly  below  the  1  in  the  date  and 
continues  to  the  left  passing  eleven  denticles.  There  is  no  cud  at  all  for  the  next  two 
denticles  but  it  starts  up  again  and  continues  past  five  more  denticles.  The  cud  stops 
just  one  denticle  below  the  left  point  of  the  rock  base.  The  presence  and  location 
of  this  cud  would  indicate  that  my  coin  was  struck  from  a  different  die  than  the  coins 
previously  reported  with  three  obverse  cuds.  My  coin  is  in  a  PCGS  holder  and  has 
been  graded  AU-50. 

In  Issue  #60  of  the  journal,  Alex  Pancheco  reported  that  he  had  been  informed 
that  1 842  dollars  are  known  for  rim  cuds.  The  documentation  of  the  obverse  cuds 
on  my  coin  would  indicate  that  at  least  two  obverse  dies  of  this  date  developed  rim 
cuds.  The  picture  of  my  1842  dollar  with  the  obverse  cud  was  taken  by  Tom 
Mulvaney. 


1842  Dollar  with  Rim  Cud 
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A  Gobrecht  Medal  From  1839 

by 

William  H.  Cregan 


During  his  tenure  of  service  at  the  United  States  mint  from  1836  to  1844,  Christian 
Gobrecht  engraved  dies  for  special  presentation  medals  in  addition  to  the  dies  he 
engraved  for  circulating  United  States  coinage.  One  of  the  medals  Gobrecht 
engraved  is  a  derivative  of  his  classic  Liberty  Seated  design  and  is  an  interesting 
example  of  his  mostly  overlooked  medallic  creations. 

The  design  of  this  medal  depicts  a  classically  ornamented  seated  goddess  figure 
seemingly  inspiring  or  counseling  a  young  engineer,  mechanic  or  inventor.  He  is 
offering  her  what  looks  like  a  roll  of  blue  prints  for  her  approval.  Grouped  around 
them  are  mallets,  wheels,  weights,  wedges  and  gears,  all  essential  to  manufactur- 
ing during  this  era. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  medal  are  aligned  in  medallic  fashion,  with  both 
sides  of  the  medal  upright,  or  back  to  back.  The  reverse  lettering  around  the  rim 
reads,  "The  Mass.  Charitable  Mechanic  Association".  Under  the  words  "Award  To" 
is  an  engraved  message  reading  "B.  McFarland  for  a  Knitting  Machine,  Exposition 
of  1839". 

The  medal  is  silver  and  has  about  the  same  diameter  as  a  standard  silver  dollar, 
but  is  thicker  and  heavier.  Also,  its  silver  content  could  differ  from  the  .900  pure  silver 
fineness  of  circulating  coinage  of  this  era. 

In  1 836,  Mint  Director  Robert  M.  Patterson  authorized  Chief  Engraver  Gobrecht 
to  prepare  a  series  of  medallic  dies  to  accommodate  the  new  steam  presses 
installed  at  the  mint.  This  medal  could  have  been  one  of  these. 
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The  medal  is  not  in  choice  condition  and  was  probably  carried  by  its  proud 
recipient  as  a  pocket  piece.  It  displays  dents,  scratches  and  gouges.  Inscribed  in 
the  base  of  the  obverse  is  the  name  "C.  Gobrecht  F,"  The  letter  F  is  an  abbreviation 
for  the  Latin  word  "Fecit"  or  "made  it". 

According  to  numismatic  writer  and  researcher  R.W.  Julian,  this  medal  is  listed 
in  Chief  Coiner  Franklin  Peale's  die  register  as  number  1 3.  Gobrecht  served  at  the 
mint  during  the  same  time  as  Peale.  In  the  1 850s  Peale  was  fired  from  the  mint  for 
operating  his  own  private  medals  business  at  the  government's  expense. 

Christian  Gobrecht  was  the  creator  of  a  fascinating  series  of  coins  studded  with 
many  rarities.  Some  of  his  medals  are  as  rare  and  equally  as  fascinating  as  his  coins. 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1 84 1         FA^F,  old  cleaning   $  1 95 

1844         F+,  old  cleaning   235 

1846  VF,  nice  coin   185 

1847  XF-40,  cleaned   195 

1 850-O      F,  minor  obverse  rim  damage  at  5  o'clock, 

possibly  mint  caused   290 

1850-O      VF,  minor  obverse  field  damage  at  4  o'clock   350 

1855  XF-40,  nice  but  expertly  plugged  at  12  o'clock   1 150 

1856  F   295 

1 859-0      VF/XF,  obverse  field  damage  at  2  o'clock, 

nice  reverse   1 60 

1 866         FA^F,  no  problems,  nice  rims   240 

1 866         XF-45,  a  couple  of  minor  rim  bruises, 

obverse  bag  marks   340 

1 869  XF-45,  nice  no  problem  coin,  sharp  strike   355 

1870  F/VF,  old  cleaning   150 

1 870-CC    VG,  light  obverse  field  initials   150 

1871  VF,  nice  rims   160 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1877-S      VF,  cleaned   $75 

Please  add  $3.00  for  postage  and  handling.  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine. 
10  day  return  privilege  if  in  original  unopened  holder. 

Robert  L.  Webber  •  LSCC  #1178  ANA  NCNA 

320  Ditchbank  Rd.  •  Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
Telephone  (919)  778-0608    7-11  PM 
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HALF  DIMES 

1839-0  AU-58,  shattered  rev   $150 

1840     ND,AU+,V-2,  die  crack   145 

1849      9/8,  AU    185 

1853-0  XF,  die  crack  through  3   55 

1854      1854/1854,  XF-H,V-3    75 

1854     1854/1854,  nice  F-l-    25 

1856     AU,  nice  luster    85 

1856     VF+,  original   20 

1858     Over  Inverted  Date,  G   20 

1862     XF-I-,  choice   50 

DIMES 

1838-  0  O/O,F,A-1,GR-101   $85 

1838  Partial  Drapery,  VG   23 

1839  XF-45,  A-3,  luster   85 

1839-  0  VF,  A-4,  a  little  rough   40 

1839-  0  XF,  A-6,  original    85 

1840-  0  VF-30,  Small  0,  whizzed   40 

1840  WD,F    75 

1841  184/184,  F,GR-1 01   18 

1841-  0  Medium  0,  XF,  original   80 

1841-  0  VF-30,  weak  date   50 

1842-  0  Medium  0,  VF-30,  A-1    45 

1843     XF,  original,  sharp    35 

1843     1843/1 843,  XF,  nice   60 

1845      1845/1 845,  XF-45,  A-2   150 

1845      1845/1845, VF-H,  A-2    45 

1845      1845/1 845,  VF-30   75 

1845-0  VF-30,  original   175 

1845-0  VF,  flaw,  light  marks   70 

1847     VF,A-2,GR-103   60 

1847  VG,A-3.GR-102   15 

1848  VF-35,A-1,GR-101   65 

1849  9/8,G-l-,A-3,GR-101   25 

1850  XF,  A-1,  tiny  obv  tick   25 

1850     VF+,  rev  die  cracks   20 

1850-0  F,  Large  0   35 

1850-0  MeduimO,XF+,rimcut    125 

1852     52/52,  XF-45,  choice   110 

1853-  0  VF-30,  original   45 

1854      AU-58,  A-1,  pretty   200 

1854     XF,  heavy  date   35 

1854-  0  VF-I-,  A-1,  choice    22 

1856-S  VG,  rim  marks   95 


DIMES 

1856     Large  Date,  VF   $21 

1856     Doubled  die  obv,  XF   60 

1856  Doubled  die  obv,  VF-35   25 

1857  XF-45,  A-1,  choice    45 

1857-  0  Medium  O.XF-i-,  lustrous   150 

1858  XF,  A-2,  original    32 

1859  VF-30 -h,  unlisted   50 

1859-0  VF-30,  Large  0,  A-1    35 

1859-0  F-1 5,  Medium  0   35 

1861     Type  I,  AU,  rev  scratch   50 

1861      Type  II,  VF,  A-3   18 

1861-  S  Abt.F,  choice   110 

1862-  S  XF/VF+,rare   245 

1865-S  VF-,GR-102,rare   150 

1868     VF-I-   35 

1868-  S  G   14 

1869-  S  VF, clears   40 

1873     WA,VF/F,dark   25 

1873-8  VG,  Blocks   17 

1875-  S  VF-35,  Micro  s,  choice   45 

1876  AU-I-,  nice  color   65 

1876-  CCTypellrev,  F/G   65 

1 876-CC  VG + ,  extra  6  in  drapery   25 

1 876-  CC  Doubled  die  obv,  VF   90 

1877  F,  1  inbase,GR-103   70 

1886     XF-45,  nice   28 

1888  AU-55-h,  A-2,  sharp    90 

1889  F,  doubled  die  rev,  GR-1 01    25 

1890  Extra  digits  in  drap,  F/G   50 

1890  One  digit  in  drap,  VF-30-1-    90 

1891  Blundered  Date,  XF/VF   45 

1891      VF+,  choice   12 

QUARTERS 

1840-0  ND,  VF,  original    $45 

1842-0  F,  original   32 

1853     1853/1 854,  F,  original   75 

1861-S   Fair-i-,  scarce   25 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1842     Triple  Date,  VF,WB-1 05   $65 

1842     Doubled  Date,  G-h,WB-1 06   20 

1845-0  Doubled  Date,  AG +,WB-1 08   12 

1858-  0  AU,  problem  free    185 

1877-  S  VF-35,  Micros,  Type  I,  WB-1 01  ....  70 


TERMS:  14  day  return  privilege.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders.  Many 
other  dimes  and  varieties  available.  Want  lists  solicited. 


Terry  Searcy  •  LSCC  #766 

Rt.  2  Box  10  •  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Teiephone  (906)  248-3361 
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A  Dissenting  Opinion  on  tlie  1877/6  Half  Dollar 

by 

Randall  E.  Wiley 

I  would  like  to  begin  by  stating  that  I  have  a  considerable  amount  of  respect  for 
Mr.  Fazzari's  numismatic  credentials;  as  well  as  those  of  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton 
who  wrote  the  Cherrypickers  Guide,  Charles  Hoskins  of  INS  and  error  specialist 
Alan  Herbert.  However,  I  am  disappointed  by  any  endorsement  of  Mr.  Fazzari's 
1 877  half  dollar  die  variety  as  an  overdate.  In  this  regard,  I  spoke  to  LSCC  President 
John  McCloskey  about  Mr.  Fazzari's  articles  on  this  variety  that  appeared  in  Issues 
#50  and  #60  of  the  journal.  John  assured  me  that  publication  of  these  articles  was 
not  an  endorsement  of  Mr.  Fazzari's  opinion,  but  rather  the  presentation  of 
information  which  was  subject  to  debate  and  rebuttal. 

Mr.  Fazzari  has  shown  us  a  very  nice  photo  enlargement  of  a  final  digit  7  of  a  coin 
dated  1 877  with  what  appears  to  be  "the  upper  loop  and  knob  of  a  6  on  the  relief 
surface  of  the  final  7" .  I  agree  that  the  photo  of  the  disturbance  on  top  of  the  7  looks 
as  much  like  the  top  curve  of  a  6  as  anything  else  that  comes  to  mind.  But  far 
stranger  opinions  have  emerged  from  ink  spot  tests.  However,  if  Mr.  Fazzari  wants 
to  classify  the  disturbance  as  an  overdate,  I  must  question  how  this  overdate  came 
to  exist  within  the  context  of  what  I  understand  about  die  fabrication. 

On  a  working  hub  the  central  device  and  stars  are  raised  in  relief  above  the  field 
the  same  as  they  appear  on  a  coin.  During  die  fabrication,  these  design  elements 
are  impressed  into  a  softened  working  die  via  screw  press,  producing  an  incused 
or  sunken  design  in  the  working  die.  Before  final  hardening  of  a  die,  a  date  was 
hammered  into  the  die  using  numeral  punches.  The  finished  working  die  was 
basically  a  hard  steel  rod  about  the  same  diameter  as  the  corresponding  coin.  The 
end  corresponding  to  the  field  surface  on  a  coin  has  a  flat  polished  outside  surface, 
with  a  pattern  of  cavities  or  holes  sunk  into  that  surface  consistent  with  the  design 
and  date  of  the  coins  to  be  produced. 

Since  the  alleged  6  in  Mr.  Fazzari's  variety  is  on  top  of  the  relief  surface  of  the  final 
7,  the  numeral  6  would  have  had  to  be  punched  into  the  working  die  to  a  greater 
depth  than  the  depth  of  the  final  7.  If  that  were  the  case,  then  other  areas  of  the 
numeral  6  falling  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  final  7  would  be  clearly  visible. 
Removal  of  any  unwanted  marks  in  the  die  at  any  significant  depth  would  effectively 
destroy  the  die  by  reducing  the  relief  of  the  design  elements  so  that  some  of  these 
elements  would  be  eliminated  or  painfully  weak.  It  is  important  to  remember  that  the 
remnants  of  the  numeral  6  would  be  cavities  in  the  surface  of  the  die  which  could 
only  be  removed  by  grinding  away  the  outside  surface  of  the  die  which  directly 
reduces  the  relief  between  the  design  elements  and  the  field  surfaces.  Localized 
grinding  would  smooth  out  the  cavity  and  blend  it  into  the  field  surface  but  the 
localized  depression  in  the  die  would  still  be  larger  and  just  as  deep  as  before,  and 
it  would  appear  as  a  smooth  raised  ramp  from  the  field  to  the  top  surface  of  the  final 
7  on  coins  produced. 

I  have  heard  only  one  explanation  from  proponents  of  this  variety  as  a  "7  over  6" 
as  to  how  it  would  be  possible  for  this  type  of  overdate  to  exist.  The  theory  is  that 
during  die  preparation  for  1 876,  but  after  the  first  trial  hammer  strike  on  the  final  digit, 
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it  was  observed  that  the  date  was  out  of  position  or  improperly  oriented.  The  die  was 
temporarily  discarded.  Later,  during  die  preparation  for  1 877,  a  decision  was  made 
to  try  to  salvage  the  die.  Since  the  erroneous  6  was  not  punched  too  deep,  the  die 
was  ground  down  slightly;  removing  all  but  the  top  curl  of  the  6.  A  final  7  was  then 
punched  over  the  6  remnant  to  the  proper  depth  for  date  numerals.  In  theory,  the 
6  remnant  was  pushed  deeper  into  the  die  by  the  punch  for  the  final  7.  Of  course, 
we  know  that  this  6  remnant  is  actually  a  cavity  that  cannot  be  pushed  deeper  by 
the  7  punch.  The  theory  continues  by  proposing  that  the  metal  in  the  die  directly 
below  the  punch  is  made  more  dense  and  hardened  by  the  force  of  the  punching 
process,  and  it  is  actually  the  hardened  metal  directly  below  the  6  remnant  that  is 
pushed  through  the  softer  die  stock  by  the  7  punch. 

In  truth,  the  final  image  that  gets  transferred  from  the  die  to  the  coin,  must  be 
Identical  to  the  object  that  made  the  impression  into  the  die.  In  this  case,  that  image 
is  the  image  of  a  normal  7,  unless  the  so-called  hardened  metal  in  the  image  of  the 
6  breaks  free  from  the  die,  attaches  itself  to  the  7  punch,  and  is  withdrawn  from  the 
cavity  along  with  the  numeral  punch.  I  find  this  explanation  very  hard  to  believe. 

I  can  think  of  only  one  reasonable  explanation  for  this  type  of  overdate,  and  I 
would  consider  this  a  very  remote  possibility.  Suppose  that  a  fragment  broke  off  the 
6  punch  and  was  imbedded  in  the  discarded  working  die  in  our  theoretical  example, 
and  then  later  became  attached  to  the  top  surface  of  the  7  punch  when  this  number 
was  being  punched  into  our  salvaged  die.  Then,  if  the  fragment  of  the  6  was 
extracted  from  the  die  along  with  the  7  punch,  the  final  cavity  would  produce  a  7  over 
6  numeral  similar  to  what  we  see  in  the  photo  of  Mr.  Fazzari's  coin.  The  key  word 
here  is  similar.  Although  Mr.  Fazzari's  photo  looks  like  the  top  curl  of  a  6,  it  does  not 
look  like  the  6  seen  on  1 876  coinage  which  is  much  more  closed  and  has  a  much 
narrower  angle  between  the  knob  and  top  curl. 

In  conclusion,  I  hope  that  Mr.  Fazzari  understands  that  the  decision  notto  assign 
a  WB  number  to  his  variety  in  my  book  was  not  casual  or  arbitrary.  It  was  done  after 
careful  consideration.  There  are  a  fair  number  of  die  varieties  in  the  Seated  series 
with  disturbances  residing  on  top  of  the  relief  surface  of  various  numerals  in  the  date 
or  on  top  of  the  central  design.  Most  frequently,  these  disturbances  are  caused  by 
foreign  matter  coming  between  the  punch  and  die  during  die  preparation  or  from 
rust  forming  in  the  recesses  of  a  finished  die  and  later  flaking  off.  The  depressions 
created  by  this  process  take  on  various  shapes  and  are  visible  on  the  coins 
produced.  Since  recesses  in  the  die  correspond  to  relative  high  points  in  the  design 
elements  on  the  coins  produced,  disturbances  on  top  of  elements  with  the  highest 
relief  are  quick  to  disappear  as  the  coin  circulates.  Consequently,  the  key  diagnos- 
tics for  the  variety  can  be  seen  only  on  high  grade  coins.  Thus,  we  have  another 
reason  for  not  assigning  a  WB  number  to  this  variety.  But,  if  I  am  able  to  follow 
through  on  my  goal  to  do  a  complete  die  marriage  book  on  the  Seated  half  dollar 
series,  I  am  sure  that  a  number  will  be  assigned  to  the  "so-called  7  over  6"  variety. 
Incidentally,  a  club  member  recently  told  me  that  he  just  purchased  an  MS-64 
example  of  this  variety.  I  hope  to  examine  it  some  day  soon.  Perhaps  I  will  have  some 
other  ideas  on  this  variety  after  examining  this  coin. 

❖ 
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HERITAGE  Offers  Our 

Newest  Selection  Of 
Liberty  Seated  Rarities 


HALF  DIMES 

1837  No  Stars  NGC  MS64 
1837  No  Stars  NGC  MS66 
1839  NGC  MS65 
1839  NGC  MS67 
1848-0  PCGS  MS65 
1850  NGC  MS67 

1853-  0  Arrows  PCGS  MS64 

1855  NGC  MS68 

1856  NGC  MS66 

1857  NGC  MS66 

1857-  0  PCGS  MS66 

1858  NGC  MS66 

1859  NGC  PR64 
1862  NGC  PR66 
1866-S  NGC  MS63 
1868-S  PCGS  MS63 

1869  PCGS  MS65 

1870  NGC67 

DIMES 

1839  NGC  MS64 
1839-0  NGC  MS63 
1842  PCGS  MS64 
1849  NGC  MS.64 

1854-  0  NGC  MS65 

1858-  0  PCGS  MS63 
1859  NGC  MS65 
1864-S  NGC  MS64 
1868  PCGS  MS64 


Call 
Jason  Carter  at 

1-800-872-6467 
for  description  and 
price  information 


1868-S  NGC  MS65 
1871-S  PCGS  MS62 
1873  Closed  3  NGC  MS65 
1881  NGC  PR67 
1891  NGC  MS67 
1891  NGC  PR67 

QUARTERS 

1838  NGC  MS65 

1840-O  Drapery  NGC  MS61 

1841  PCGS  MSGS 

1842  PCGS  MS62 
1842  NGC  MS65 
1844  NGC  MS63 

1848  NGC  MS65 

1849  NGC  MS64 
1849-0  PCGS  MS64 

1851  PCGS  MS63 

1852  PCGS  MS65 
1854  PCGS  PR64 
1856-S  NGC  MS64 
1859  PCGS  MS67 


HERITAGE 
RARE 
COIN 

gaij:eries 


Heritage  Plaza 
100  Highland  Park  Village 
Dallas,  Texas  75205-2788 
WATS:  1-800-872-6467 
Local:  214-528-3500 
FAX:  214-520-6968 


1864-S  PCGS  MS63 

1868  PCGS  MS63 
1868-S  NGC  MS66 

1874  PCGS  MS66 

1874-  S  PCGS  MS66 
1878-S  PCGS  MS62 
1880  PCGS  PR67 
1886  NGC  MS65 

HALVES 

1840  Rev.  39'  PCGS  MS64 
1845-0  PCGS  MS63 
1848  NGC  MS64 
1854  PCGS  PR64 

1862  PCGS  MS66 
1873-CC  Arrows  NGC  MS64 
1874  PCGS  MS65 

1875-  CC  PCGS  MS64 

DOLLARS 

1854  PCGS  MS63 
1857  NGC  MS64 
1861  PCGS  MS64 

1863  NGC  MS64 
1865  PCGS  MS64 
1867  NGC  PR64 
1870  NGC  PR64 


A  mcnilxT  of  the  Heritage  family  of  fine  compnnies. 
The  world's  largest  dealers  in  rare  coins  with  assets 
ill  excess  of  $35  million,  over  $20  million  in  capital 
and  annual  sales  in  excess  of  $120  million  as  audit- 
ed by  Arthur  Andersen.  The  Heritage  Companies 
also  have  8  offices  worldwide. 


We  Are  Serious 
Buyers  Of  All 
Liberty  Seated 

Coinage. 
Please  Consider 
HERITAGE 
V^fien  You're 
Ready  To  Selll 
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Quality  Numismatic  Photography 

Now  Available 


•  Large  and  Small  Jobs  Invited 
•  Prompt  Service  and  Reasonable  Rates 
Over  20  Years  Experience  in  Coin  Photography 
Custom  Black  &  White  Photography  a  Specialty 


Quality  numismatic  photography  which  can  be  customized  to  your 
exacting  needs  is  now  economically  available.  I  have  been  active  in 
numismatics  since  1 959  and  a  professional  numismatist  since  1 973. 1  have 
photographed  many  of  the  world's  rarest  coins  for  leading  books,  auction 
catalogues,  sales  brochures  and  press  releases.  Whether  you  need  just  a 
few  quality  photographs  or  a  few  thousand,  I  will  handle  your  job  promptly 
and  expertly.  For  more  information,  contact: 

Tom  Mulvaney,  Photographer 

P.O.  Box  241 16  •  Biuegrass  Station 
Lexington,  Kentuclty  40524 
Telephone  (606)  223-7793 
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On  The  Cover 


The  cover  of  this  issue  of  the  journal  presents  pictures  of  a  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
1 873-CC  Trade  dollar.  This  coin  was  last  sold  on  July  8, 1 989  as  Lot  #1 827  in  Stack's 
portion  of  Auction  '89.  This  coin  was  described  in  the  auction  catalogue  as  follows: 

1 873-CC.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Full  soft  luster  fronn  satiny  surfaces 
under  original  golden  tan  toning,  with  splashes  of  violet  tan  at  right  obverse  and 
around  the  rim  on  the  reverse.  Exceptional  condition  for  any  CC  Trade  Dollar.  For 
this  rare  date  the  present  specimen  is  surely  one  of  the  finest  known.  With  the  sole 
exception  of  an  earlier  appearance  of  this  coin  nearly  a  decade  ago,  we  cannot 
recall  seeing  a  choice  example  offered  at  auction  since  the  1970s. 

After  receiving  his  coin  following  the  sale,  the  new  owner  submitted  it  to  NGC  for 
third  party  grading.  It  came  back  as  an  MS-62  encapsulated  coin. 

The  1 873-CC  Trade  dollar  was  chosen  as  the  cover  coin  to  complement  the 
feature  article  in  this  issue  of  the  journal  which  describes  the  characteristics  of  the 
three  obverse  and  reverse  hubs  used  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series.  This  specimen 
gives  a  full  coin  view  of  the  features  described  for  the  Type  1  obverse  and  reverse 
hubs  of  the  series. 

The  mintmark  on  this  coin  is  centered  in  the  field  and  the  two  Cs  are  less  than  the 
width  of  a  C  apart.  The  left  C  is  located  under  the  left  serif  of  the  S  in  GRAINS.  The  right 
C  is  located  under  the  comma  after  the  word  GRAINS.  The  CC  mintmark  is  small  when 
compared  with  the  Tall  CC  punches  used  during  the  later  years  in  the  series. 

This  particular  variety  is  identified  by  a  die  scratch  that  runs  through  the  D  in 
DOLLAR.  This  scratch  runs  from  the  left  side  of  the  upright  of  the  D,  through  the  upper 
part  of  the  opening  in  the  D  and  then  out  into  the  field  to  the  right  of  the  D.  It  should 
be  noted  that  the  picture  illustrating  the  die  scratch  is  of  a  different  coin  than  the  one 
presented  on  the  cover.  However,  both  coins  were  struck  from  the  same  dies. 


The  Editor 


1 873-CC  Trade  Dollar  with  Die  Scratch  through  D  in  Dollar 


47 


Briggs  Wins  Ahwash  Award  for  1994 

Larry  Briggs  won  the  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Literary  Award  for  1 994  for  his  contribu- 
tion, "Grade  Analysis  of  1 993  Seated  Quarter  Survey  Data",  that  appeared  in  Issue 
#60  of  the  Journal.  The  Ahwash  Award  is  given  annually  for  the  best  article  to 
appear  in  the  journal  as  voted  by  the  club  members.  This  year's  award  covered  the 
material  in  Issues  #58  to  #60  and  the  award  winner  was  determined  as  a  result  of 
a  vote  by  club  members  during  July  1 994.  A  total  of  69  ballots  were  received  from 
club  members  who  were  asked  to  vote  for  no  more  than  three  articles  which  they 
liked  best  during  the  last  year.  It  was  decided  to  allow  individuals  to  vote  for  three 
articles  because  the  large  number  of  choices  would  likely  spread  the  votes  out 
among  many  articles.  There  were  173  votes  cast  from  the  69  ballots.  A  complete 
listing  of  the  results  is  given  below. 


Rank,  Article  and  Author 

VOTES 


1 .  Grade  Analysis  of  1 993  Seated  Quarter  Survey  Data 

by  Larry  Briggs   18 

2.  Results  of  the  1 993  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Survey 

by  Larry  Briggs   17 

3.  A  Rarity  Study  of  Mint  State  Liberty  Seated  Dollars,  1 840  to  1 873 

by  Duncan  Lee   17 

4.  Determining  How  Many  Mint  State  Liberty  Seated  Dollars  Exist 

by  Weimar  White     12 

5.  The  Finest  Known  Certified  Carson  City  Seated  Dollar  Set 

by  Weimar  White   12 

6.  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  Quarterly  II  Prices:  Are  They  Accurate? 

by  Greg  Shishmanian   9 

7.  A  Spectacular  Blunder,  Identified  as  an  1 853/1 853/2  Half  Dime 

by  Al  BIythe   8 

8.  The  1 840-O  V-9  Half  Dime 

by  William  A.  Harmon   8 


9.  The  Estimated  Population  of  Liberty  Seated  Dollars  in  AU  Condition 
by  Greg  Shishmanian  

10.  An  Interesting  Counterstamp  on  an  1873  Trade  Dollar 

by  Q.  David  Bowers  

1 1 .  Liberty  Seated  Dollar  Dies 

by  F.  Fazzari  

1 2.  A  New  Variety  of  the  1 876  Half  Dollar 

by  Frank  Van  Valen  

13.  New  Seated  Dime  Variety  Update 

by  Gerry  Fortin  

1 4.  Are  There  Extra  Digits  in  the  Denticles  on  the  1 876-CC  Twenty  Cent  Piece? 
by  Carson  Torpey  
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15.  An  1853-0  Over  Horizontal  O  Quarter  Discovered 

by  Larry  Briggs  

1 6.  An  Unattributed  1 854-0  Dime  that  Turned  Out  to  be  a  Seated  Rarity 
by  Donald  Heifer  

17.  The  1870-00  Seated  Dollar  Presentation  Pieces  Struck  Early  in  1870 
by  Weimar  White  

1 8.  Retail  Price  Variations  for  Carson  City  Mint  Issues  from  1 983  to  1 993 
by  Douglas  Barr  

1 9.  A  Second  Variety  of  the  1 840-O  Medium  O  Dime  Identified 

by  Gerry  Fortin  

20.  The  1845-0  Footless  1  Half  Dollar 

by  Donald  Heifer  

21 .  A  New  Variety  of  the  1 858-S  Quarter 

by  Larry  Briggs  

22.  The  Thin  Date  1 847-0  Half  Dollar 


by  Paul  Brill   2 

23.  A  Choice  Original  1 877-S  Trade  Dollar  with  a  Small  s  Mintmark 

by  William  Cregan   2 

24.  More  on  the  1 877/6  Half  Dollar 

by  F.  Fazzari   2 

25.  A  Closer  Look  at  the  1 847  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Quarter 

by  Chris  Pilliod    2 

26.  The  1 856-0  V-8  Half  Dime 

byJohnZitz   2 

27.  The  1861  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Quarter 

by  Larry  Briggs   1 

28.  An  Interesting  1841  Dime 

by  Mark  Kosters   1 

29.  A  New  Repunched  Date  Variety  for  the  1 876  Quarter 

by  Chris  Pilliod   1 

30.  An  1854  Dime  with  Recut  54 

by  Carson  Torpey   1 


With  30  of  the  32  eligible  articles  receiving  support  for  the  best  article  award,  it 
is  evident  that  there  are  diverse  interests  and  preferences  within  the  club.  However, 
even  one  vote  for  an  article  indicates  that  it  was  important  to  at  least  one  reader,  and 
therefore  a  worthy  contribution  to  the  available  information  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  The  officers  wish  to  thank  all  those  members  who  took  the  time  to 
contribute  articles  during  this  past  year,  and  we  hope  that  we  will  continue  to  receive 
interesting  and  exciting  material  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  Editor 

n 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

I  would  like  to  report  an  example  of  an  1 842-0  half  dollar  with  its  reverse  rotated 
counterclockwise  through  90  degrees  from  the  same  die  pair  as  the  coin  you 
illustrated  in  Issue  #60  of  the  journal.  The  dies  of  these  two  coins  can  be  identified 
by  the  die  gouge  on  the  middle  left  edge  of  the  shield  on  the  reverse  and  by  the  tiny 
lump  between  the  knees  on  the  obverse.  When  I  first  saw  the  pictures  in  the  journal 
I  thought  that  they  could  be  pictures  of  my  coin.  The  two  coins  have  the  same  grade 
and  appear  to  be  nearly  identical.  The  die  states  of  the  two  coins  are  similar 
indicating  that  they  were  probably  struck  very  close  together.  I  own  examples  of  two 
later  die  states  of  this  variety,  both  with  normal  die  alignment.  One  is  a  slightly  more 
advanced  die  state  and  the  other  is  a  very  late  die  state  with  a  heavy  cud  above  ITED 
in  UNITED.  Evidently,  the  die  misalignment  was  noticed  and  corrected  early  in  the 
minting  process  of  this  variety. 

Bill  Bugert 
LSCC  #455 


Recent  issues  of  the  journal  have  included  a  picture  of  an  1 842  Seated  dollar  with 
three  rim  cuds  and  subsequent  letters  have  described  earlier  die  states  with  two  rim 
cuds.  This  particular  die  variety  is  also  characterized  by  a  2  in  the  date  that  is  recut 
at  the  bottom  and  the  remnant  of  a  misplaced  numeral  in  the  base  of  the  rock  above 
the  area  between  the  4  and  2  in  the  date. 

During  a  visit  to  Jonathan  Kern's  table  at  the  Cincinnati  show  in  September,  I 
asked  to  see  an  1 842  dollar  that  was  graded  EF-40.  This  coin  had  no  cuds,  nor  did 
it  have  any  die  cracks  on  the  rim  where  cuds  have  been  found.  The  coin  did  have 
a  2  in  the  date  that  was  sharply  recut  at  the  bottom  and  the  remnant  of  the  misplaced 
numeral  in  the  base  of  the  rock  above  the  area  between  the  4  and  2  in  the  date.  We 
now  know  that  the  1 842  Blundered  Date  as  described  by  Bowers  in  his  new  Silver 
Dollar  encyclopedia  exists  in  an  early  die  state  without  obverse  rim  cuds. 

David  Rubin 
LSCC  #961 


The  reverse  die  of  your  1 842-0  half  dollar  with  the  rotated  reverse  pictured  in 
Issue  #60  of  the  journal  can  be  easily  identified  by  die  damage  to  the  reverse  die. 
This  damage  can  be  seen  as  a  cut  in  the  left  edge  of  the  shield  at  the  point  where 
the  base  of  the  first  set  of  vertical  stripes  intersects  with  the  edge.  Additional  related 
damage  is  visible  in  nearby  feathers. 

I  own  examples  from  5  different  die  states  for  this  marriage,  none  with  a  rotated 
reverse.  From  the  photograph,  it  appears  that  your  coin  fits  between  my  second  and 
third  die  states  for  this  marriage.  This  is  just  about  the  time  when  the  dies  were 
clashed  in  the  striking  of  this  marriage.  Perhaps  the  coiner  had  the  dies  out  of  the 
press  in  an  attempt  to  polish  out  the  clash  marks  that  appeared  on  the  dies.  When 
the  dies  were  again  inserted  into  the  press,  a  few  rotated  reverse  coins  could  have 
been  inadvertantly  produced  before  this  error  was  noticed  and  corrected. 

Randall  Wiley 
LSCC  #251 
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I  just  wanted  to  tell  you  how  happy  I  am  to  be  a  member  of  LSCC.  I  have  learned 
more  than  I  could  ever  tell  you  from  the  articles  in  the  journal  and  made  many  new 
friends  through  LSCC  during  the  last  six  months.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  all  of  those  members  who  have  contributed  articles  to  the  journal  for  their 
tireless  research  effort  and  for  their  unselfish  sharing  of  the  knowledge  that  they 
have  gained  during  their  numismatic  studies. 

Scott  Trout 
LSCC  #1544 


I  was  unable  to  attend  the  LSCC  meeting  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Detroit  this 
summer  but  I  did  attend  the  meeting  last  year  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore. 
It  was  a  delightful  experience  for  me  to  finally  meet  many  LSCC  members  that  I  had 
corresponded  with  to  compare  notes  and  collecting  strategies.  I  have  been 
especially  impressed  with  the  generosity  of  LSCC  members  who  always  seem 
eager  to  share  their  collecting  knowledge  and  experiences.  This  is  perhaps  the 
most  enjoyable  benefit  of  LSCC  that  makes  our  club  such  a  valuable  organization 
for  serious  collectors  of  Seated  coinage. 

Stephen  A.  Crain 
LSCC  #1017 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

1871-CC  VG,  even  wear,  scarce    $125 

1874-S  Choice  XF+,  original   295 

1877  Choice  XF,  peripheral  obverse  &  reverse  toning   90 

1891  XF,  mottled  surface,  some  minor  marks   110 

14  Day  Return  Privilege 
Please  add  $2.00  for  Postage. 

Paul  Brill  •  LSCC  #749 

230  Mitchell  Road  •  Southern  Pines,  North  Carolina  28387 
Telephone  (919)  692-8317  evenings 
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Treasurer's  Report  1993-1994 

Beginning  Balance  -  July  1 4, 1 993   $4,343.94 

Receipts 

NewMennbers  $  851.00 

Renewal  memberships   8689.50 

Advertising   780.00 

Donations   21.00 

Interest  Income   236.1 3 

Repayment  from  Book  Account   2000.00 

Total  Receipts  $12,577.63 

Total  Available    $16,921.57 

Disbursements 

Printing   $  5,910.75 

Postage  &  Office  Expenses  3,131.27 

ANA  Membership  Dues    30.00 

Total  Spent  $  9,072.02 

Cash  Balance  July  20,  1 994   $  7,849.55 

John  Kroon 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBCRTu  Sedted  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □      DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $1 5.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
Scott  Grieb    •    P.O.  Box  776 
Crystal  Lake,  Illinois  60039-0776 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnec- 
essary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1 873-CC 
Trade  Dollar 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating 
it  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


